
Earlier today, BlogTO asked these questions of Pastor Peter. Here is his response: 

• Why do you feel it's important that your congregation can continue to gather 
together in-person vs. virtually?  

We do not bring this claim lightly – we simply want to serve our community, many of whom are 

seriously hurting. We are not questioning masks or social distancing. The purpose of this 

challenge is to bring a lawful legal challenge on the basis of EQUALITY.  Fellowship between 

believers is mandated in the Bible, ranking in importance with prayer, spiritual teaching and holy 

communion. Also, not all people have access to the technology required to participate in virtual 

worship services.  
  

• In what ways do you feel your church is an essential service? 

At a time of great social ills, isolation, fear, mental health challenges and pain, the church’s 

message of God’s love through Jesus Christ, and fellowship of the church family is especially 

essential. We feel we have an obligation to care for those people, in a safe environment. We 

understand the government has to make difficult decisions, but on the issue of religious 

observance we don’t believe they gave enough consideration to the constitutional element or the 

importance of religious worship – and instead favoured secular activities over religious ones. The 

government’s directive impairs our constitutional rights to exercise freedom of religion, as 

guaranteed in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Church services are essential. Many people 

who have the technology to watch online services, say they lack the same fulfilment they receive 

from in-person worship. The current lockdown is not tailored or justified. It is not EQUAL 

TREATMENT and favours other types of activities.  

• Would you be concerned about the potential spread of COVID-19 through your 
congregation if you were to operate at 30% capacity with about 300 guests in 
attendance?  

Let me be clear, of course, we are always concerned about people’s safety. We are not 

questioning masks or social distancing. We bring a legal challenge on the basis of 

EQUALITY.  We conducted services over the summer, when allowed to operate at 30% 

capacity, with full social distancing compliance, without any outbreak. Our auditorium seats 

close to 1,100 people and a maximum attendance of 10 people doesn’t seem EQUITABLE 

when film studios, sports training facilities, big box stores, and other such businesses are allowed 

to operate at 50% capacity.  

 


