
PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION  

JUDGE ACKNOWLEDGES SERIOUS LEGAL ISSUES RAISED BY 
TORONTO CHURCH, WHILE INJUNCTION FOR CHRISTMAS 
SERVICES IS DENIED  

In a hearing on Friday, December 18, 2020 Superior Court of Ontario Judge, Breese Davies, acknowledged 
the serious constitutional issues raised by the Toronto International Celebration Church application, filed 
with the court on December 8. She accepted the church’s claim that irreparable harm is done when 
freedom of religion, as prescribed in the Canadian Constitution, is impaired. Still, the court ruled against 
the Church’s request for an immediate injunction that would have allowed for Christmas services to be held 
at 30% seating capacity at the church’s 1000 seat auditorium. The final decision of the main constitutional 
issue will be dealt with in an expedited hearing early in the New Year. 
 
The church’s lead counsel, Michael Lacy of BT Legal, gave evidence of the inequality in the Public Health 
directives. While the Toronto Church is limited to 10 persons in attendance, 20 minutes away in Durham 
Region, the Public Health directives allow for a maximum of 30% of a church’s seating capacity. Mr. Lacy 
argued that the Church could rent a facility in the Durham Region, and conduct its Christmas services 
there, if this was otherwise feasible. And under the current regulations, a film studio could rent the 
church’s 1000 seat auditorium and fill it with movie ‘extras’, while an actual church service is prohibited.    
 

An affidavit, signed by the Church’s Founding Pastor, Peter Youngren, argues that prohibiting in-person 
services for more than 10 people, violates religious freedoms and that it does not represent a tailored and 
unbiased response to the current COVID-19 health crisis. In a video recording, Youngren affirms. “We are 
not Covid 19 deniers; we just want equal treatment under the law. We want the same rights as box stores, 
liquor stores and film studios.” 

The Canadian Constitution Foundation, represented by Ryan O’Connor, spoke in support of the church’s 
motion, questioning the government’s right to impose a near total ban on public religious observance, 
particularly given the testimony providing evidence to the biblical mandate and importance of in person 
worship. 
 
Youngren spoke after the verdict; “Even as the denial of the injunction was being announced by the judge, 
film studios were busy at work at the Toronto Young People’s Theatre on Yonge Street. That’s not equal 
treatment under the law.” Still, he sees the judge’s comments as a partial victory, and looks forward to the 
final verdict:  “I’m grateful for Michael Lacy and the legal team he has assembled. Much of their work has 
been a significant act of charity. They presented our case in a very skillful and logical manner.  Ultimately, I 
believe this case can provide a legal precedent for religious freedom.”  

While the Toronto International Celebration Church is disappointed that the initial injunction request was 
denied, the Church’s spokesperson, Pastor Nathan Thurber, also  sounded a positive note: “If the final 
hearing early next year will lead to a verdict that strengthens religious freedom in Canada, we will consider 
that a victory.”  



About Toronto International Celebration Church (TICC) 
  
The Toronto International Celebration Church, founded in 2000 by Peter Youngren, is a Christian 
Evangelical Church and a registered charity, which services a faith community of more than 1500 
worshipers. The Church, and its Lead Pastor, Nathan Thurber, seek to provide an encouraging, positive, 
and welcoming environment. The church’s facility, known as the Toronto Pavilion, is located at 190 
Railside Road in North York, and can host over 1000 congregants at one time in its main auditorium. 
Normally, two or three services are held each Sunday. The Church is multi-cultural with people from many 
demographics, and provides diverse religious and other supports throughout the community, including 
counselling services, youth ministry and charity to those in need.  

About Peter Youngren 

In addition to being the Founding Pastor of the TICC, Peter Youngren leads an international organization, 
World Impact Ministries, with educational campuses in six nations. Youngren is known for Friendship 
Festivals, which have attracted large attendances in more than 60 nations. Youngren also leads a daily 
telecast, You Are Loved, which is broadcast daily on five commercial television channels across Canada. 

Further inquiries about this litigation can be directed to: 

TICC’s spokesperson, Pastor Nathan Thurber at nathant@ticc.ca, or to: 

Lead Counsel, Michael Lacy at mlacy@btlegal.ca 

Video statement from Peter Youngren is available at ticc.ca, or at peteryoungren.org 

 

 


